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VICTORIA BEACH HERALD

Tales of Bay View!

Starting about 1913, the Victoria Beach Company subdivid-
ed the land lhal Charles Kennedy and others of that Company
had purchased. The Company. under the of Frank
Spmguc. began selling the subdivision lots to those who
wished to build summer cottages at the Beach. The Company
placed certain restrictions on these purchasers, including the
minimum value of the cottage that was 10 be built, and its
construction date. There was also a prohibition against the
erection of tents as residences.

However, an area entitled “Campsite Arca™ was set aside in
the Bay View arca containing about 50 lots. These lots were
not sold but were rented for $50 per lot per year. The restric-
tions respecting the use of tents for residences did not apply.
Many persons rented the same lots each year and built small
cottages on them. About 1927, the Company modified its
poticy respecting these lots, changed the arca’s name back 10
Bay View and sold these lots for $300 cach. That same year,
my father H.M, Smith purchased the lot designated as No. 7,
and built a small cotiage there. This cottage has been extended
and occupied by members of our family, every summer since
then.

The Bay View cottage arca extended south along the
lakefront from about the south ¢nd of 8th Avenue. An archway
bearing the title “Bay View™ was built over the road Icading
into this arca, This road continued over a small bridge and
proceeded south along the west side of the cottage lots, leav-
ing a strip of bush and trees about $ meters wide from the west
side of the roadway to the lake bank. Strong waves eroded
away the lake bank in some areas.

The first school in Victoria Beach opened in 1916. It was a
log cabin, located in Bay View on the Lake bank at what is
now the west end of David Road. Strong storms with their
powerful wave action were gradually eroding away parts of the
Bay View bank. One morning, the children coming to school
found that the previous night's storm had washed away the
land under their school building, which, together with their
books and school supplies were floating in the lake. A new
school was then built on finmer ground near where the fire hall
is now located.

The CNR railway to Victoria Beach was completed in 1916,
It passed through Bay View and ended at the railway station
located near the North end of Gibson Drive. [This area is now
known as the Village Green.}

Just north of the Bay View arca, the CNR built a water
tower beside the railway track; and & pumping system that
carried water from the lake into this tower. This water tower
provided the water for the steam engines that operated along
this line. A five KW electric generator was contained in a small
shed beside the tower. This supplied the electricity for the
lights and equipment at the railway station. Since the station
only required three KW of electricity, there was a surplus of
two KW of power, which the CNR kindly donated to the VB
Community Club. In 1937, Hugh Johnstone and myself built a
power line from the railway station to the VB Clubhouse and
replaced the oil lamps with electric. There was also cnough
power to operate a PA system in the Clubhouse, which provid-
ed music for dances that were held most nights.

In the 1920, the only industry at Victoria Beach (in addi-
tion to fishing) was a three acre strawberry plantation located
about the middle of Bay View. Children were paid two cents
for each small box of strawberries that they picked. That
wasn't much, but, as a bonus, they could eat as many straw-
berries as they wanted!

As had occurred to the lake bank at the schoolhouse, the
shoreline of many of the Bay View lots continued to erode.
First, the strip of trees on the east side of the road disappeared,
then the road, and finally the west side of our lots. Ten meters
of our lot is now in Lake Winnipeg. Fearing that we might lose
most of our lots, several of the cottage owners brought in many
truckloads of large rocks and placed them on the beach at the
base of the bank. The rocks broke the force of the waves and
stopped most of the erosion.

As the road through Bay View had been lost to the lake, a
new road was required. It was built along the east side of the
existing lots and was named Thomton Blvd. The boulevard
opened up land for additional lots and roads and there are now
over 100 lots in Bay View.

[n conclusion, as a long time resident of Bay View and on
behalf of other Bay View cottage owners, I would like to thank
Tim and Judy Walker for initiating the petition that changed
the name of our main road from Thomton Blvd, back to its
original name of Bay View Blvd. “What goes around comes
around again.”

Roger M. Smith
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Tennis Round Robin Results

As another wonderful summer of VB tennis comes to an
end, I'd like to say thanks to everyone who came out to tennis
lessons and round robins. [t’s your enthusiasm that makes
these events so much fun! Also, thanks to the court attendants
for doing such a great job. Thanks to Sally Lawler, our
extraordinary tennis convenor, for always being so supportive,
organized, and on top of things. A final thanks to Marj Birley,
our VB Club President, and Tim Walker, our VB Club
Treasurer, for everything you do for the tennis program and the
VB Club. A lot of what you do goes unnoticed, and you should
know how much you are appreciated!

This was my final summer working at the tennis courts, and
1'd just like to say that | really enjoyed getting to know so
many of the players. VB has a great tennis program, and |'ve
been very lucky to be a part of it for the last 3 years.

The latest Round Robin results were:

B August 8 — Teen

“A” Side:

15t ~ James McPherson / Will McPherson
2nd - Qino DaRoza / Davis Hirsch

3rd —- Ben Drybrough / Jack Drybrough
“B” Side:

1st — Curtis McCrady / John Guest

2nd - Morgan Palmer / Cole Moreau

3rd ~ Hannah Cameron / Jackson Cameron

W August 10 - Teen

“A” Side:

1st — Jack Riess / Justin Squire

2nd - Evan Pollard / Danielle Hall

3rd ~ Ben Drybrough / Margot Hall
“B" Side:

1st — Kristin Vielhaber / Lauren Petreny
2nd - John Guest / Andrew Hunter

3rd — Andrew Mauthe / Nolan Smith

B August 11 — Adult

1st — Dave Dick / Ruby Garden

2nd - Dick Dawson / Debbie Rainey
3rd (tie) - Rudy Isaac / Donna Plant;
Carole Wright / Tanis Petreny

Aynsley Walker
Senior Tennis Court Attendant

Girls Tennis Day!

Thirty-six girls, aged 8 to 14, took part in the 4th annual VB
Girls Only Tennis Camp. The camp was the brain-child of Jane
Turk, who wanted to introduce tennis in a different environ-
ment than the club's regular teen round robin format (which,
because of the high caliber of play, can be intimidating to new
players). The camp's format is onc hour of instruction and
games followed by a doubles round robin.

Over the past few years, the participation of girls in the
round robins and the club’s annual Junior Tennis Tournament
has increased. There is also a noticeable increase in girls play-
ing tennis in general. While this may not have anything to do
with the camps, it is great to sec.

Many girls have taken part in all four camps. The reason for
atiending the camp varies from “1 love tennis™ to “my friends
are going” to *] just wanied to try it” to “my Mom made me”.
Whatever the reason, at the end of the day, the girls had a great
time.

This year, cach girl received a shirt designed by Mark
Ardnt of Winnipeg O s. In addition, the girls ived
bonus prizes such as posters, wristbands, keychains, beach
pyjamas, and various other shirts. There was no cost for the
camp - it was generously supported by:

Victoria Beach Club

Tennis Manitoba

Kai and Ursula Schioler

Ivan Fridrik

Drummond Adjusters

Graham Wilson

Bill Sprague - Investors

Automated Design Systems

Dave Schioler

Arby's

The Turk Family

Jared Connell - Winnipeg Wiater Club

Peter Otto - Kildonan Tennis Club

Greg McCaulley — Wilson Sports

Shawn Mclntosh — Technifibre

Peter Garagan — Happy Face Inc.

Jane Turk and Rob Kennedy

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF ST. MICHAEL'S
VICTORIA BEACH
8th AVENUE AND PINE, V.B
From JUNE until SEPTEMBER long weekend at 9:00 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion
First and Third Sunday
Service of Morning Prayer
Second and Fourth Suaday
From SEPTEMBER long weekend until JUNE
Service of Holy Communion
First and Third Suoday at 11:00 a.m.

* * * *
* *

THE MOONLIGHT INN
Open Aug. 14-18 - 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Closed 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Aug. 21-25 - 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Closed 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Aug. 28 - Sept. 1 —11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Closed 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Weekends - Regular Hours

10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Pasta, Salads and more
For reservations & catering info.
phone

756-6502
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GENERAL STORE
1

® Groceries ® Deli ® lce

® Clothing ® Gifts ® Movie Rentais

® Fresh Produce ® Meats ® Slushies

® ico Cap ® Karaoke Rental @ Tim Horton's Coflee:

Open 7 days a week at 8:30 a.m.
Mastercard - - Amex - Intersc
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