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New program assistance
against family violence

Funds, new measures
announced by Smith
Community Services Minister
Muriel Smith has announced new
funding and programs dealing

with family violence in
Manitoba.
The new programs and

enhanced assistance for existing
programs are cstimated to cosl
$228,000 in the current fiscal
year and $495,000 in 1986-87.
Hall the costs are recoverable
from the federal government
under the Canada Assistance
Plan.

Mrs. Smith said the program
enhancement is in keeping with
Government policy of suppor-
ting and strengthening communi-
ty initiatives against family
violence. 1t also will increase the
effectiveness of government
policy of ensuring that family
violence is not condoned either in
law or as social behavior in the
province, she said,

The minister pointed out that
the program enhancement, ap-
proved last week by Cabinet, is
being announced during the
week of the anniversary of the

famous Persons’ Case. This was

1929 ruling of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council
that women were ‘‘persons’’
under Canadian Law and could
therefore run for and be ap-
pointed to public office.

However, she noted, despite
many gains since 1929, ‘‘public
triumphs for women have not
brought with them the essential
private right to freedom from
domestic violence."

The programs are as follows:
e Hiring of two child sexual
abuse staff-training coor-
dinators, one of whom will be
native. They will develop, coor-
dinate and operate training pro-
grams for community organiza-
tions, child and family service
agencies and staff of Manitoba
Community Services.
¢ Establishment of a wife abuse
unit in the victim services pro-
gram of the City of Winnipeg
Police Department. The pro-
gram, Lo be operated in coopera-
tion with Winnipeg Police, will
be based in the Public Safety
Building. A social worker will
give victims immediate access to
community services and crisis

follow-up services. A liaison
worker will provide information
and support to victims, track
cases through the system and
keep victims and Crown ai-
torneys informed. The program
will also include assistance from
probation officers specially train-
ed to deal with wife assault cases.

**This joint program has been
prompted by a 60 percent in-
crease in wife abuse charges in
Winnipeg in the first six months
of 1985, compared with the same
period in 1984,"" Mrs. Smith
said. **We hope (0 negotiate
federal cost-sharing for a police
officer position within this new
unit.”"
® Additional rural grants totall-
ing $90,000 as increased support
for regional crisis response ser-
vices throughout the province for
battered women and their
children.

“*We think this enhancement
of our programs and grants will
serve as a strong foundation for
continued development in
Manitoba of preventive and
assistance programs (0 counter
family violence,”* Mrs. Smith
said.

Managing your money s s v

Nobody seemed to realize it at
the time, but when the Charter
ol Rights and Freedoms was en-
shrined in Canada’s constitution,
it opened the door for a revolt by
senior citizens.

Both men and women have
taken their employers 10 court,
challenging compulsory retire-
ment at age 65. And they've been
winning their cases. Just recent-
Iy, a woman teacher in Win-
nipeg, who is over 65, had the
Supreme Court of Canada rule in
her favor. She can continue in
her $40,((0 a year job, even
though she already is gettling
$1,200 a month {rom a couple of
pensions.

Another interesting case is
now betore the Supreme Courlt
ol Ontario. It involves a Toron-
to businessman who will reach
age 71 this November.

TI'his man is challenging federal
legislation which makes it com-
pulsory for all owners of
Registered Retirement Savings
Plan (RRSP) to “*collapse’” their
plans by the end of the calendar
year in which they wurn 71,

Under the terms of the Federal
lncome Tax Act, at 71 you musi
withdraw all the money you've
accumulated in your RRSP (or
RRSP's, as you can own more
than one). You have several op-
tions of what to do with the
money. The least attractive one
is take the money as cash,
because it will then be classed as
income for the year in which you
receive it — and thus will be
laxed.

It you want to shicld your
RRSP funds from 1ax, you ¢an
transter it into a life annuity or
tixed-term annuity. The latier are
sometimes called (erm certain
annuities.

As well, you can have your
RRSP money transterred into a
Registered Retirement Income
Fund (RRIF), where it will re-
main sheltered from 1ax,

The only tax you will pay after
you have transterred the RRSP
tunds into annuities or a RRIF
is on the income you actually
receive each year from these
retirement income vehicles. But
don’t forget to claim the $1,000
a year investment income exemp-
tion and the $1,000 a year pen-
ston income exemption (alter age
65) when you make out your in-
come tax return.

It's up to you completely what
you do with your RRSP money
at age 71. You can take some
cash, and put some or all of the
remainder into an annuity or a

RRIF — or a combination of
these.
However, if you put your

RRSP into a lite annuity issued
by a lite insurance company, you
lose all control of your money.
The insurance company controls
it, and will give you annuity
payments at a set scale. Much the
same happens il you put your
RRSP into a term certam annu-
ly, except the TCA's are issued
by investment and frust com-
panics as well as life insurance
Cirms.

On the other hand, it you put
your RRSP into a Registered
Retirement Income Fund you
will retain a good level of control
over your money. You are allow-

Weekly chuckle
lchabod: *‘That new kid at
school said I look like you."'
Paw: “‘So what did you say?"’
Ich: **Nothing — he’s bigger 'n

me.

ed to choose any RRIF income
level between the minimum and
maximum level Ottawa stipulates
for your age. The level selected
may be changed each year to suit
you and your financial needs.

We have 1o wail and see what
happens with the Toronto cour
case betore we will know whether
that age 71 deadline will remain
in force. Meanwhile, that is the
law and therefore should be
observed tor 1985. It you turn 71
this year, you'll have 1o do
something with your RRSP
funds before December 31.

(Mr. Mardon is manager of
corporate communications for
The Investors Group, the
Winnipeg-based financtal plan-
ning services company.)

Epp says farmers
better off now
than a year ago

by Noreen Ostash

Farmers are better off today
than they were this time last year
when the Progressive Conser-
vatives first took office, accord-
ing to the Hon. Jake Epp,
Minister of Health and Welfare
and M.P. for Provencher.

In a brief interview arranged
after the opening of the
Sagkeeng Alcohol Rehab Centre
at Fort Alexander on Friday,
Epp defended his party’s record
on the treatment of the farming
community.

Fuel costs and interest rates
are down, the Farm Credit Cor-
poration has placed a
moritorium on foreclosures and
a better business climate now ex-
ists, Epp said. Increased field in-
spection costs are the result of
the deficit and farmers have 1o
expect to carry some of the
burden. Sales, although well
maintained, will be tougher in a
competitive market.

According to Epp, the greatest
concern is the indebtedness and
profit return of farmers. While
the government does not take all
the credit for the reduced interest

ates, it does see them as the
greatest boost to the farmers.

The collapsed wall in the
Welland Canal which will add
shipping and delivery costs to
grain this year is a current con-
cern. The rerouting of grain
through Churchill is not seen as
a viable alternative and the cat-
chment area for Churchill con-
tains little grain this year.

Compensation for losses due
to grasshoppers and drought this
year are still being considered.
Epp said that the Minister of
Agriculture has a proposal which
he should be bringing forward
which will address the matter.

Teachers and housing

on reserves

Epp said' he is hoping for
reinstatement of the four
teachers fired by the Fort Alex-
ander Indian Band for their

union activities. At present
discussions and negotiations are
going on.

Because the matter is a local
issue, the responsibility lies with
the local authority and must stay
there. Qutside interference sends
out signals to the bands as to the
department’s views on self-
government. In the meantime,
Epp said, there is hope for some
conciliation.

Epp said there was no substan-
tiation for Eliec Harper’s com-
ments that inadequate housing in
the north would drive the Indian
people off the reserve and into
the city in a mass exodus. Poor
housing and problems with the
infrastructure in the city would
make such a move self-defeating.

The best experience with hous-
ing stock is on reserves through
C.M.H.C. whereby Indian peo-
ple have some responsibility for
the morigage, Epp said.

After thirteen years in federal
politics, Epp sees reserves re-
maining intact and the people
living on them. The treaties and
the reserves are a part of the rela-
tionship of the Indian people to
the country.

A.E.C.L. and
C.F.S. Beausejour

The federal government re-
mains committed to nuclear
power with talks now underway
with the United States govern-
ment re: the use of nuclear bat-
teries at the northern defence sta-
tions. Whether or not the Dept.
of National Defence goes with
the batteries depends on the
Amercians, Epp said.

As for C.F.S. Beausejour,
Epp still hopes that it can be us-
ed as satellite testing site for the
nuclear cells being developed at
Pinawa. The location, next to the
Whiteshell Nuclear Research
Establishment would make it
most convenient. Better the
money be put into research than
into justifying keeping an ob-
solete base in operation.

EXPO TO SHOWCASE CANADIAN TALENT

VANCOUVER, B.C — Expo
'86 is inviting Canada’s amateur
ethnic, school and community
performing arts groups to enter-
tain the world ait the 1986 World
Exposition in Vancouver {rom
May 2 10 October 13, 1986.

The amateur entertainment
program, a component of the ex-
position's overall on-site enter-
tainment program, will enable
Canada's finest amateur dance
troupes, choirs and bands to per-
form betore millions of exposi-
tion visilors.

Three on-sile venues will be
showcasing the school, ethnic
and community performing arts
groups: the Plaza of Nations,
located at the B.C. pavillion
complex; the European Bands-
tand at the European plaza; and
the Expo Cenire Bandstand.

“Expo '86 is a Canadian
celebration,’* commented the
Hon. Claude Richmond,
Minister of Tourism/Expo '86.
**The amateur entertainment
program will bring the distinctive
heritage of Canadian talent to
the world.™

Expo '86 will schedule selected
amateur groups into its free
entertainment program. All per-
formers will receive site access
passes for the day of their perfor-
mance. All costs, including
transportation and accommoda-
tion, are the performers'
responsibility.

More than 14,000 live perfor-
mances are scheduled during the
exposition — from amateur per-
formers to professional dance
and cabaret theatre to the RCMP
musical ride.

For application forms and
detail program information, in-
terested parties may write:
School and community groups
— Supervisor, Amatcur Enter-
tainment, Expo ‘86, P.O. Box
1986, Station A, Vancouver,
B.C. Vé6C 2XS;

Ethoocultural groups — Assis-
tant Supervisor, Amateur and
Heritage Entertainment, Expo
'86, P.O. Box 1986, Station A,
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2X5.

Application forms are also ob-
tainable from the Manitou
Rapids Arts Council, Write to:
Box 670, Pine Falls,
Manitoba ROE IMO or call
367-8785 or drop in at the office
at the Townsite Building between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p-m.
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