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Carl was a quiet man. He
didn't talk much. He would al-
ways greet you with a big smile
and a firm handshake. Even
after living in our neighborhood
for over 50 years, no one could
really say they knew him very
well. Before his retirement, he
took the bus to work each
moming. The lone sight of him
walking down the street often
worried us. He had a slight
limp from a bullet wound re-
ceived in WWII. Watching
him, we worried that although
he had survived WWII, he may
not make it through our chang-
ing uptown neighborhood with
its ever-increasing random vio-
lence, gangs, and drug activ-
ity.

When he saw the flyer at
our local church asking for vol-
unteers for caring for the gar-
dens behind the minister’s resi-
dence, he responded in his
characteristically unassuming
manner. Without fanfare, he
just signed up.

He was well into his 87th
year when the very thing we
had always feared finally hap-
pened. He was just finishing his
watering for the day when
three gang members ap-
proached him. Ignoring their
attempt to intimidate him, he
simply asked, “Would you like
a drink from the hose?” The
tallest and toughest-looking of
the three said. *Yeah, sure.”

arl’s Garden

with a malevolent little
smile.

As Carl offered the hose
to him, the other two
grabbed Carl’s arm, throw-
ing him down. As the hose
snaked crazily over the
ground, dousing everything
in its way, Carl’s assailants
stole his retirement watch
and his wallet, and then fled.
Carl tried to get himself up,
but he had been thrown
down on his bad leg. He lay
there trying to gather him-
self as the minister came
running to help him.

Although the minister
had witnessed the attack
from his window, he
couldn’t get there fast
enough to stop it. “Carl, are
you okay? Are you hurt?”
the minister kept asking as
he helped Carl to his feet.

Carl just passed a hand
over his brow and sighed,
shaking his head. “Just
some punk kids. I hope
they'll wise-up someday.”
His wet clothes clung to his
slight frame as he bent to
pick up the hose. He ad-
justed the nozzle again and
started to water.

Confused and a little con-
cerned, the minister asked,
*Carl, what are you doing?”

“I’ve got to finish my
watering. It’s been very dry
lately™, came the caim re-

ply.

Satisfying himself that Carl re-
ally was all right, the minister could
only marvel. Carl was a man from
a different time and place.

A few weeks later the three
returned. Just as before their
threat was unchallenged. Carl
again offered them a drink from
his hose. This time they didn’t rob
him. They wrenched the hose
from his hand and drenched him
head to foot in the icy water.
When they had finished their hu-
miliation of him, they sauntered
off down the street, throwing cat-
calls and curses, falling over one
another laughing at the hilarity of
what they had just done. Carl just
watched them. Then he turned
toward the warmth giving sun,
picked up his hose, and went on
with his watering.

The summer was quickly fad-
ing into fall. Carl was doing some
tilling when he was startled by the
sudden approach of someone be-
hind him. He stumbled and fell into
some evergreen branches. As he
struggled to regain his footing, he
turned to see the tall leader of his
summer tormentors reaching
down for him. He braced himself
for the expected attack.

"Don't worry old man, 1'm not
gonna hurt you this time.” The
young man spoke softly, still of-
fering the tattooed and scarred
hand to Carl. As he helped Carl
get up, the man pulled a crumpled
bayg from his pocket and handed it
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to Carl.

"What'’s this?" Carl asked.

“It's your stuff,” the man
explained. “It's your stuff
back. Even the money in your
waltet.”

"1 don’t understand,” Carl
said. “Why would you help me
now?”

The man shifted his feet,
seeming embarrassed and ill at
ease. ] learned something
from you,” he said. “I ran with
that gang and hurt people like
you. We picked you because
you were old and we knew we
could do it. But every time we
came and did something to you,
instead of yelling and fighting
back, you tried to give us a
drink. You didn’t hate us for
hating you. You kept showing
love against our hate.” He
stopped for a moment. “I]
couldn’t sleep after we stole
your stuff, so here it is back.”
He paused for another awk-
ward moment, not knowing
what more there was to say.
“That bag's my way of saying
thanks for straightening me
out, [ guess.” And with that, he
walked off down the street.

Carl looked down at the
sack in his hands and gingerly
opened it. He took out his re-
tirement watch and put it back
on his wrist. Opening his wal-
let, he checked for his wedding
photo. He gazed for a moment
at the young bride that still
smiled back at him from all
those years ago.

He diced one cold day afler
Christmas that winter. Many
people attended his funeral in
spite of the weather. In panticu-
lar the minister noticed a tall
young man that he didn't know
sitting quietly in a distant cor-
ner of the church. The minis-
ter spoke of Carl’s garden as
alesson in life. In a voice made

eart \

thick with unshed tears, he
said, “Do your best and make
your garden as beautiful as you
can. We wiil never forget Carl
and his garden.”

The following spring another
flyer went up. It read “Person
needed to care for Carl’s gar-
den.” The flyer went unnoticed
by the busy parishioners until
one day when a knock was
heard at the minister’s office
door. Opening the door, the
minister saw a pair of scarred
and tattooed hands holding the
flyer. “1 believe this is my job,
if you’ll have me,” the young
man said.

The minister recognized him
as the same young man who
had returned the stolen watch
and wallet to Carl. He knew
that Carl’s kindness had turned
this man’s life around. As the
minister handed him the keys
to the garden shed, he said,
“Yes, go take care of Carl's
garden and honor him.”

The man went to work and,
over the next several years, he
tended the flowers and vegeta-
bles just as Carl had done. In
that time, he went to college,
got married, and became a
prominent member of the com-
munity. But he never forgot his
promise to Carl’s memory and
kept the garden as beautiful as
he thought Carl would have
kept it.

One day he approached the
new minister and told him that
he couldn’t care for the gar-
den any longer. He explained
with a shy and happy smile, My
wife just had a baby boy last
night, and she’s bringing him
home on Saturday.”

“"Well, congratulations!”
said the minister, as he was
handed the garden shed keys.
“That’s wonderful! What'’s the
baby's name?”

“Carl,” he replied.
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Blues’
Goaltending
the difference
in win over
Beausejour

Submitted by MP

A stellar first period performance from goalie Shane Hintz
and the Blues® strong third period defensive showing combined
to record a 4-2 victory over the visiting Beausejour Stars on
Friday, Jan. 23".

With only one point separating the two teams in league
standings Beausejour arrived with a full bench to deliver no less
than 20 shots on Hintz in the first period. Hintz allowed no
Star’s goals despite three power play drives to Lac du Bonnet’s
one.

Dwight Hirst opened the game’s scoring only two and a haif
minutes into the second period, unassisted on a Blue's power
play. Jay Seymour added another point at the mid way mark
during a two player advantage, Jay Usackis assisting on the
play. Twenty-two seconds later Seymour put the Blues ahead
by three, again on a power play, Tyler Tease and Hirst assisting.

Beausejour answered on a very innocent play, then managed
a second goal on a shuffle in front of the net to the narrow the
gap to one and close the second period at 3-2 Lac du Bonnet.

The third period was end to end rushes by both sides. Lac
du Bonnet played smart in the defensive zone, leaving the Stars
little room to maneuver. Beausejour pulled their goalie with a
minute remaining, Usackis passed over to Hirst who found the
empty net to add a final insurance goal and end any hope for
the Stars.

Stars goals were scored by Chris Howell and Captain Chris
Wielgosh. Cam Funk took the loss in net.

NEWS TIPS? Call

the Echo 367-9468

SAGKEENG CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES INC.
Requires a
INTAKE WORKER (Term Position)

JOB REQUIREMENTS

Must have knowledge of the Child & Family Services Act and
Regulations.

community standards.

Strong analytical, assessment, problem solving and treatment planning
skills

Denﬁnstralodabﬂitytowo:kaspanofam.
Excellent interpersonal, verbal, written and organizaitonal skills.
Must be willing to undergo a criminal & abuse registry check.

QUALIRICATIONS:

ABachelor of Social Work or degree in related field with a minimum of two
years experiance in Native Child Welfare.

Excellent communication and organizational skilts.

Ability to work as part of ateam.

Possess excefient analytical, assessment and problem solving skills.
Ability to speak the Ojbway language an asset.

Salary negotiable and based on education and experience.

CLOGING DATE FORAPPLICATIONS:
FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2004 AT 4:00PM

Quaiifiad interested applicants may forward their resumes with
references in confidence 10:

by Jarret Pachkowsky

Our Midget boys came out
with the win in the first game
in a best of three provincial
series carlier in the week
which ended ina 7 t0 5 victory
over Springfield. The boys
were pumped and now ready
for Thursday’s game! On
Thursday, January 22, our Jr.
Pine Falls Paper Kings took to
the ice against Springfield in
game #2 of the best of three
provincial series.

On Thursday the boys came
out flying, determined to take
the win. Although the boys
came out strong, they unfortu-
nately found themselves behind
3 to 0 with only a few minutes
remaining in the second period.
The boys realized that it was
time to start putting some
pucks in the net, and it had to
be done now! They started to
play desperate hockey, and the
hard work finally paid off late
in the second period when the
boys rattled the mesh with a
beautiful goal! The second pe-

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Chidd & Fesnlly Services inc.
PO Bux 700, Pine Fells, Maniicba ROE 100

We wish 10 thank all applicants for their intsrest, however only those
seleciad for an interview will be contacted.

A late Happy New Year to
you all! As we have all settled
into this cold, snowy weather
and had our share of turkey
casserole, turkey omeleft’s, tur-
key sandwiches and turkey
soup it's time to think about the
less amount of clothes we will
soon be wearing and getting
into shape for the Spring and
Summer months to come. Qur
theme for the month of Janu-
ary has been “‘getting fit and
eating right”. A few of the ti-
tles we have on display are Fit
For Life Books |, II, and III by
Harvey and Marilyn Diamond;
for all those Weight Watchers
fans out there we have the
Weight Watches Quick Suc-
cess Program Cookbook by
Jean Nidetch; Eat Well, Live
Well- The Canadian Dietetic
Association’s Guide to Healthy
Eating; Betty Crocker’s Low-
Fat, Low-Cholesterol Cook-
book; trying to stay on top of a
New Year's Resolution this is
the book for you - Cure Your
Cravings - Cease Overeating,
Stop Smoking, & End
Cravings...just to name a few.

If you're looking for a way
to physically get in shape there

riod ended and the boys were
behind 3 to 1 going into the
third.

In the intermission captain
Mitch Berthelette had pro-
foundly spoke “we gotta dig
deep boys, common lets go,
let’s do this!” The boys came
out with everything they had,
and worked hard, and in retumn
they got 2 goals that would tie
the game at three goals a piece!
The boys were pumped and
wanted nothing else but to beat
Springfield at home! But with
only 4 minutes left in third pe-
riod, Springfield somehow
found the back of the net to
take the lead, and hushed the
hometown crowd to almost nio
sound at all! But only 2 min-
utes later our boys got desper-
ate and answered back with
another goal to tie game at 4 a
piece, the boys were stoked
and so was the crowd! With
only a few seconds left in the
final minute of play, Springfield
pushed for another goal but
was slashed off the puck but
Mitch Berthelette, what great

Library Allard
Book Nook

are fitness programs you can
become a parnt of. Dancing is
a great and fun way to get in
shape - The Winnipeg River
Dance Club, who is in its 3
season, hosts classes for chil-
dren and adults. From hip-hop
to ballet, funky jazz to creative
movement this is a perfect way
to get in shape. Classes are
held Tuesday evenings, differ-
ent time slots for different ages,
8 week sessions for $40. Cer-
tified instructors are also
teaching Pilates for adults
through the Winnipeg River
Dance Club, these beginner
and intermediate classes run
for $60 for an 8 week session.
No fundraising is required or
specific outfits. Call Dena
Dupont at 367-4372 for more
information and to register. If
you're looking for a more
physical work-out, then kick-
boxing may be your niche. The
Pine Falls Kick-Boxing classes
are held at Pine Falls School
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
evenings. Boxercise classes
Tuesday & Thursday’s are
now being offered as well,
please call Larry Sharpe or
drop by the classes for more

Midget Hockey
News: What a game!

save by the desired captain!
However the slashing meant
that we would have a penalty,
Berthelette got S minute major
for injuring the player, however
the player remained on the ice
for the next play. What a
“great” call by the official!
The game went to overtime
and shortly afier the boys had
killed off the 5 minute penalty,
Springfield put the final nail in
the coffin which ended the
game, however the winning
goal was assisted by the “in-
jured player” which lead to
what was a very controversial
win, the series now moves on
to the thind game which will be
a great one. Good luck boys!
Qur midget hockey club
would like to thank the hun-
dreds of fans who support us
and hope to see you all at our
next home game on Friday,
February 6 at 7:30pm at the
Pine Falls Arena. Hope you all
enjoy watching us and we hope
that you will continue to do so!

Have a great week!

oy
@gﬂ

info.

New DVD's - Kate &
Leopold. Bruce Almighty, Pay
It Forward, & Sweet Home
Alabama. New DVD’s armrive
monthly.

Soon to arrive (I'll just list a
few titles) are Safe Harbour by
Danielle Steel; Hello Darkness
by Sandra Brown; Blow Fly by
Patricia Comwell; Bleachers
by John Grisham; Odd Tho-
mas by Dean Koontz; The
Night Spider by John Lutz; The
Pilates Powerhouse by Mari
Winsor. We are anxiously
waiting for a HUGE shipment
of books to be delivered - come
in and check it out, you won’t
want to miss this!!!

The winner of the Christmas
raffle was Rosemary Gaffray
- congratulations Rosemary.
The draw for the beautiful
wooden sled, donated by Billie
Gugenheimer, filled with holi-
day chocolates and decorations
was on December 22™, 2003.

Library Allard - St. Georges
-367-8443

Beaches Branch - located
in Walter Whyte School
(Grand Maris) - 7544007
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WINGS OF POWER

National Family Literacy Day

by Michelle Berthelette

January 27* is Family Lit-
eracy Day. Literacy is some-
thing that many take for
granted. However, for the mil-
lions who struggle with literacy,
it is a daily battle. If you be-
lieve that low literacy does not
affect Canadians, consider
some of the following statistics:

-22% of adult Canadians
have serious problems dealing
with printed materials.

Canadians with the lowest
level of literacy skills have an
unemployment rate of 26%
compared to 4% for Canadi-
ans with the highest literacy
levels.

60% of Canadians on
social assistance have not
completed high school.

Number of Manitoba
adults aged 20 to 64 with less
than a high school diploma:

180,380 (or more than 1 in 4)

Average annual salary
for a Manitoba worker with
less than a high school educa-
tion: $19,000

The estimated annual
cost of low literacy to Mani-
toba society: $375 million

People with low literacy
skills have difficulty under-
standing such vital information
as: prescriptions, food safety
tips, and baby formula direc-
tions.

People with low literacy
smoke more, have poorer nu-
trition and exercise less.

Children whose parents
are jobless and did not gradu-
ate high school are § times less
likely to graduate than children
with employed parents who
completed grade 12

About 45% of new Ca-
nadian jobs created in this dec-
ade will require at least 16 years

&5 pe.studium@terra.com.br
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of education.

Literacy is one our main fo-
cuses at Wings of Power. We
strive to promote and improve
literacy in the community.
Here are a few of the things
that we offer.

Our Lending Library is
growing and is accessible to
everyone in the community. It
has a good selection of chil-
dren’s books, including some
French titles, as well as some
junior fiction. There is also a
selection of parent resource
materials available. Some
helpful titles include: How to
Talk so Your Kids Will Listen
& Listen so Your Kids Will

Talk, Liberated Parents Liber-
ated Children - Your Guide to
a Happier Family, and Adoles-
cent Drug & Alcohol Abuse -
How to Spot it, Stop it, and Get
Help for Your Family. You can
visit the Wings of Power Lend-
ing Library anytime during our
regular hours, Monday through
Friday.

We are starting a Literacy
and Parenting Skills (LAPS)
program February 4*. If you
haven’t heard about the pro-
gram yet, it is an excellent pro-
gram with goals that support
parents to improve both their
literacy skills as well as their
parenting skills. The program
is open to all parents, regard-
less of their literacy level. If
you are interested in fine-tun-
ing your parenting skills or im-
proving your family’s literacy,
please contact Michelle at 367-

To celebrate Family Lit-
eracy Day in our community,
Wings of Power has a few
other activities scheduled as
well. Anyone who stops in and
visits our Lending Library will
be eligible to enter his or her
name for a chance to win one
of several prizes. Children will
receive a Family Literacy Day
sticker or tattoo as well as have
the chance to make their own
bookmark. There will also be
some suggested activities that
you can do at home as a fam-
ily. February is *I Love to
Read month” so the contest
will continue to run until Friday,
February 27*. The draw will
be held during our Literacy and
Parenting Skills (LAPS) pro-
gram, Wednesday, March *®,
Drop in often for multiple
chances to win and for other

ideas and challenges that you
can do to improve literacy!

On Parliament Hill

Your voice in Ottawa
Vic Toews, MP for Provencher

of Commons

House
should held “special de-
bate”

Provencher Member of

Parliament welcomed Con-
servative House Leader
Loyola Hearn's initiative in
calling for a special debate in
Parliament on one of the first
available evenings when Par-
liament resumes sitting during
the week of February 2.

In a letter to the Liberal
House Leader dated January
22, Mr. Heamn stated that the
detection of Bovine

Warm your heart by saving a life this winter!

Midnight, 86259

This super cuddly fella was
brought in when he was found
outside chilly and shivering. He's
since been ncutered, cleaned up
and vaccinated for Rabies. Mid-
night is about 1.5 years old. Fully
vaccinated, he's anxious to begin
his “new life"” very soon. Our
adoption fee includes a vet exam

and microchip!

Society

If you or your
family are
interested in any of
the listed animals
here or others at
the shelter, you can
call us at
204-982-3551 or
Fax 204-982-2047

Wlllibee, 84134

Willibee is a very good natured,
neutered male dog. He is almost
two years old and is a Labrador
Pitbull cross. Willibee has a great
personality and is wonderful with
people of all ages. Kongs are a
must as they are his favorite toys
and will keep him busy for hours.
Willibee has never been destruc-
tive when left alone in a home on
a rcgular basis, he is kennel
trained and loves going for walks.
Vacuums and vehicles scare
Willibee and should be kept away
from him. For further information,
please call Melissa Q_z; 982-2049.

Conservatives Call For
BSE Action

Spongiform Encephalopathy
(BSE) in a second cow in De-
cember 2003 *“has caused
many complications for the
Canadian beef industry since
Parliament was last sitting”.
Mr. Hearn also assured the
Liberals that “Conservative
Members of Parliament are
eager to find solutions to the
many problems facing the Ca-
nadian beef industry and its
effects on cross-border trade.”

*Canadians want their
elected representatives to put
aside partisan political differ-

River

YOUR COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
CALL WITH YOUR NEWS

TIPS, COMMUNITY

EVENTS, AND
ADVERTISING NEEDS.
CALL 367-9468
or
EMAIL:
theecho@mb.sympatico.ca
or
FAX: 367-9974

ences in order to arrive at so-
lutions to help eradicate the
impact and hardship BSE has
caused the Canadian beef in-
dustry”, said Toews. “While
the impact of BSE is especially
hard in rural areas like
Provencher, the fact is that
many jobs in the urban
economy are also dependent
on cattle production. This is a
Canada-wide problem.”

Toews noted that although
the provinces must remain key
participants in the national ef-
fort to assist local farmers in
responding to the BSE crisis,
the international dimensions of
this problem require that the
federal government assume a
greater leadership role in the
search for an effective long-
term solution.

The Winnipeg

Echo
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DAVE'S NEW &
USED FURNITURE
J¥C - HOTPORNT - G - BUWLER - SERTA BEDOING

*For the Best Quaity New & Used Furmsturs
& Applarces  Cal us Feat™

4 7-2460
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