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Special night at
the RCMP ball

With all the lights,
speeches, selected students,
prize winners, RCMP Tradi-
tions....

My parents and sister, Linda
Mcleod, travelled from Cross
Lake, Mb.which is about 800
kms. N of Pine Falls to be at
this special event with us, as
they believe in the Powerview
2000 Initiative.

During this memorable
evening, Paul Barnard was vis-
iting at our table and got to
talking with Linda. She is a
Crisis Intervention Worker in
Cross Lake and works with a
16 year old girl who has a se-
rious medical condition and is
in Foster care. This young
girl’s dream is to go to Lon-
don, England. Linda is plan-
ning to fundraise to take this
young girl on this trip.

Upon discussing this, the
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draw was coming up for the
door prize of West Jet Airline
Tickets. Without hesitation,
Paul Bamnard gave his ticket to
Linda for the young girl. Sec-
onds later, they drew his
ticket...Linda cried, and we
were all in total disbelief. We
all hugged Paul and couldn’t
believe what happened.
Linda has been praying to God
to help somehow and he an-
swered it through Paul’s kind-
ness and genorosity. With
these tickets and through
fundraising efforts, they hope
to make this girl’s dream come
true. Linda now calls Paul her
“hero” and would like the
young girl to meet him.

On behalf of the young girl
and our family, we would like
to thank Paul Bamard with all
our hearts. *“Heroes do exist
and Miracles can happen”

lan and Deb Mcleod

Should alarm bells
be going off?

Dear Editor:

I attended the Southeast
Labour Council meeting last
week and was very surprised
to here the following news.

The Tembec Paper Group in
Pine falls Manitoba, has given
notice to the members of the
Lumber and Sawmill Workers
Union that effective June
18,2002 they will be Perma-
nently closing the company
harvesting operation.

This is a real concern to

many people that have been
closely watching the plans for
the project development of the
Eastside of Lake Winnipeg.
This project was slated as be-
ing one that would bring in
some long-term social, cultural
and economic benefits for the
region as well as much needed
employment opportunities, es-
pecially for the people of the
First Nations and Northern
Communities living in the
area.

If the Tembec Paper Group
is closing down the company
harvest operation, just before
the plans for the new sawmili
coming on line in the near fu-
ture, what does this mean for
the employment opportunities
for people in the region?

Could this mean no union
or job protection combined
with lower wages and no com-
pany benefits?

Michael Hameluck

Tembec to sue U.S.
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linked to the situation with the
United States,” Mr. Pettigrew
said on Thursday. ““There have
been jobs lost as a resuit of the
market. The government can’t
necessarily intervene every
time there is a natural restruc-
turing.”

The comments sparked a
harsh reaction from some in
the industry. Mr. Pettigrew *is
doing a great job protecting the
U.S. position,” said Rick
Doman. chief executive of
Doman Industries. “To come
out and have that lack of com-
passion for forestry workers

and their families is unaccept-
able.” '

Michael de Jong, the B.C.
Forests Minister, rejected the
assertion that his province has
not been hurt by the duties.

“Any suggestion that B.C.
workers have not been put out
of work because of the duty on
softwood is incorrect,” he said
yesterday.

He spoke with Mr.
Pettigrew late Thursday and
feels the federal Minister now
has a better understanding of
B.C.’s situation.

Mr. de Jong wamed it is
time for the federal govern-

ment to start loosening its
purse strings. British Colum-
bia, he said, had agreed to go
along with the united front ap-
proach 10 negotiations with the
United States on the under-
standing that “if the discus-
sions prove fruitless, Team
Canada would be there to sup-
port the people who will bare
the brunt of the of these tar-
iffs. We are drawing close to
that date and its time for Team
Canada to step up to the plate
in a very real way.”
Thursday’s decision by the
United States means that as of
mid-May, producers must be-
gin paying the 27.2% duties in
cash — a situation that is un-
tenable for many players, ac-
cording to industry observers.
Doman said it will specifi-
cally target a controversial
piece of U.S. trade law that
allows antidumping and
countervailing duties collected
by U.S. Customs to be
funneled back to the U.S. pro-
ducers. That, says Doman,
would be a windfall for U.S.
producers larger than their an-
nual profits. The suit also says
it is a violation of NAFTA.
The two companies must
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May Long

Slo-Piteh,,

Tournament

8:00pm at the LdB Community Hall

LweBaml "Damn Stroight”

Country & Classic Rock

4P Festival

VOLUNTEERS

We are looking for Volunteers to help with
various events and to form a committee.
Please call 367-9468 if you are interested.
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