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By Crystal Rattai
How to Read Your
Chiid’s Reading
Reading development fol-
lows a very personal timeta-
ble for each child. Kids start
recognizing words at different
ages, they learn to decode
print at different times, they
seem to spurt ahead in read-
ing for a few months and then
settle back and go nowhere
for a while. All of this is ab-
solutely normal - and a fast or
slow start doesn’t seem to
matter in the long run. For
most children, attitude and
enjoyment are far more im-
portant that any set schedule
of skill achievement. There is
no magical moment when the
*reading gene" kicks in. Some
kids will start to read before
starting school, others will
need more time to leam how
to break the code. Learning is
not an event but a process.
What's expected in
kindergarten?
Children enter school with
a wide range of reading and
pre-reading abilities. Some
have learned a sight vocabu-

lary from TV and the world
around them - MacDonald's,
Walmart, Elmo etc. Others
have a larger vocabulary
from being read to at home
and may have memorized -
or can actually read most of
the print in a picture book.
Still others enter school with
little experience/interest in
listening to a story and no
sense of the meaning of print
on a page. Kindergarten
teachers spend a lot of time
reading stories, building
simple vocabulary and
teaching concepts about
print (for instance, that in
English it goes from right to
left and not up and down).
By the end of kindergarten,
all the children are expected
to know the alphabet and the
sounds of the various letters,
but actual reading - if we
define it as decoding the
words on a page - is still iffy.

By grade one, there are
real expectations for teach-
ers to teach reading - and for
kids to start learning how to
do it. Though any profes-
sional will admit that the

BILLET FAMILIES NEEDED

If you are looking for something to do during this long cold
winter then this is for you. Get involved by welcoming a Junior
“A” hockey player, oges 17-20 years of age from ocross
Canoda or United States, into your home as part of your fomily
and share an enriching year. This will not only be educational
and exciting, you will also make a friend for life.

For more information, please call:
Kelly ot (204) 367-2938
Brigette ot (204) 367-2383

GRADE 4 TEACHING POSITION
AGASSIZ SCHOOL DIVISION #13

Powerview School, Powerview, MB

Applicotions are invited for a full time Grade 4 term teaching position ot
Powerview School effective immediotely and terminating December 22,
2000, with the possibility of an extension.

For further information, please contact Mr. Poul Magnon, Principal of
Powerview School at 1-204-367-2296.

Apphcations for the above position stating qualifications, experience and
references should be sent by 4:00 p.m., September 20, 2000 to:

Mr. W. E. Klassen
Superintendent of Schools
Agassiz School Division #13
Box 1206, Beousejour, Mb ROE 0CO

Phone: 1-:204-268-6506
Fox: 1-204-268-4149

of grade one can usually read
aloud a book with many pic-
tures, a repetitive text and sim-
ple vocabulary. Typical
favorites include Whose Mouse
Are You by Roubert Krause, the
lower level Harper Trophy
books, and some Robert
Munsch favorites like Murme!
Murmel Murmel or Thomas'
Snowsuit.

What if my first
grader can’t do all
that?

Don't Panic. All children
approach leamning differently.
Some will be able to rattle oft
a list of words, but not really
understand a story. Others need
a longer period to intemnalized
specific reading skills. Kids
vary a great deal.

Some teachers will give
good readers enrichment, and
will usually arrange for extra
help by the end of grade one
or early grade two for children
who are having real trouble
with simple word recognition
and letter sounds.

At schools with early inter-
vention programs, children
who are lagging in reading will
be given extra tutoring from
adult volunteers, reading spe-
cialists, or even intensive pro-
grams like Reading Recovery.
At other schools, for philo-
sophical or economic reasons
there may be no organized re-
medial program until grade
three.

How To Help Your
Child Read Better

Age 3 Words are every-

where - in the books you read

reading skills of six year
olds are all over the map, but
most schools will expect
that kids will have mastered
some basics by the end of
the year:

Simple Sight Vocabu-
lary. Kids can usually read
more that 100 one syllable
and common words, but the
actual words will vary with
the stories and reading pro-
gram used by class. A typi-
cal sample: cat, dog, in,
mom, dad, boy, girl, good,
drink, kind, and the child’s
own name.

Simple Phonics Pat-
terns. Both systematic
phonics and whole language
programs will have intro-
duced all the consonant
sounds and all the long and
short vowel sounds, though
some kids may not have
mastered them.

Word Attack Skills.
Children can often sound
out or identify simple words
using letter-sound clues
from the word itself, the sen-
tence the word is in, the pic-
tures accompanying the text
and their knowledge of how
our language works.

Attitude. Most kids will
enjoy listening to a story
read to them (though they
may still wiggle) and many
tackle reading tasks with
gusto, especially when
they’ve seen reading mod-
elled by parents.

What they can usually
read to you. Kids at the end

Townsite of Pine Falls
TENDERS

Will be received for Snow removal services in the
Townsite of Pine Falls, for the winter Season of
2000-2001.

Proposals may be submitted at the Townsite
office until September 22nd, 2000.

For additional details call: (204) 367-2984.
Angela Enright, Administrator

Townsite of Pine Falls
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aloud, on street signs, at the
restaurant. At this age, you
can boost reading by pointing
out the connections between
words and real life,

Age 5 Read aloud, every
night or whenever you're
able. Read favorite books
over and over - that’s often
how kids make the click that
leads to their own reading.
And read a book yourself:
Mom and Dad are powerful
role models.

Age 7 Listen to your child
read, maybe not every day,
but every other time you sit
down for family reading. Wait
five seconds before helping
with a word, and take over
much of the reading yourself
if your child is struggling
right from page one.

Age 9 By now, the thrill of
reading aloud to mom and dad
is wearing off. Better to go
back to reading to your child.

Age 11 What are your
child’s friends reading? At
this age, kids trade favorite
books with each other, but
they need a few to start. Al-
lowing them choice over the
reading material is key, they’ll
read what interests them the
most.

For more wonderful, help-
ful tips see Today’s Parent
Magasine, or call Wings of
Powerat 367-9641. Don’t for-
get Wings of Power has a
Lending Library that has no
fees, open to everyone, and
coming soon a convenient
night time drop off slot!
Wings of Power is going to be
running an Adolescent Parent
Support Group beginning in
early October. There will be
eight sessions with various
topics being covered in each
session. If you are interested
in registering please call
Wings of Power and ask for
Doreen or Crystal.

: SILVER HAVEN I
| MEAL PROGRAM

| Open 10 all seniors 55 and !
Iup. You are welcome lol
I bring a guest. All meals are '
'54.50. Meals are at 12:00I
noon on Mondays, Wednes- |
|days and Fridays. Your
name must be put on the list '
the day before by calling
Silver Haven at 367-4620 or
Bemice at 367-8369.

Wednesday, Sept, 20
Coleslaw, beef roll ups,

baked potatoes, mixed
vegetables, jello.

Eriday, Sept. 22

Soup, macaroni and
cheese, sausages, peas
and carrots, raisin pie.

Soup, chicken fingers,

potato sald, peas,
carrot cake.
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27.
ridges (Swedish)
29. AKA Max
(Ferguson)

31. Taj Mahal
locale

32. Inner linings
33. Calculate
34. Religion

Narrow | AST WEEK'S ANSWERS
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